ROOK

THE HERITAGE
NEWS
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF EAST ROCKAWAY & LYNBROOK

Volume 15 #4

WE DID IT! ARE WE
CROWING? YES WE
ARE!!
THE LYNBROOK HELM AND
THE
EAST
ROCKAWAY
OBSERVER ARE AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
As a result of a grant given under the
auspices of Legislator Francis X. Becker, we
have been able to have a number of the above
mentioned
newspapers
microfilmed
and
scanned.
The respective libraries Lynbrook and
East Rockaway gave us a number of “old”
newspapers and we had them preserved. What
does this mean to you? If you are a history buff,
a curious person or just want to pique your
memory about an incident you might have
remembered, you will be able to do so as long
as your query falls into the following time
frames.
The Lynbrook Library and Village
Historian Art Mattson gave us copies of the
following Helm papers1963; 1964; 1965 1966;
1967; 1968; 1969; 1970; 1971;1972; 1973; 1975
and 1976.
This is true for the East Rockaway/
Lynbrook Observer. We have scanned issues
from 1983,.1984, 1985,1986, 1987, 1988, and
1989. We did scan 4000 pages of 299 issues.
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Elizabeth Charvat and Mary Thorpe,
East Rockaway Librarians were instrumental in
collecting these issues for HSERL.
There are some missing editions in each year.
You can view these papers by using the
microfiche machine at the Lynbrook or the East
Rockaway Library. You will be able to access
them through the Long Island Library Resources
Council (LILRC). HSERL is a member of LILRC.
That specific information will be available on our
WEB site as soon as we have it. You will be
able to access any information that you want as
long as it is contained in a newspaper we have
preserved. . As Art had indicated at a meeting
“they will be saved for 100 years. To keep them
on shelves becomes impossible because they
dry and can easily disintegrate.” Or actually they
can become victims of a new broom, need for
space, or even a once in a life time ‘climatic
event’. That will be the first aspect.
Just think! The East Rockaway Library
sustained major damage. But… they have
preserved material because of theirs and our
efforts. Congratulations to all of us.
We are very excited because the
newspapers were able to be scanned in a
process called OCR. That is Optical Character
Recognition. Maybe your family was recognized
in one of the villages in 1976 or 1989. You can’t
remember the exact date. If it was mentioned in
one of the issues we preserved VOILA!, you will
be able to find the story.
Additionally, we have told you about the
wonderful records of the Vineyard Church we
also had preserved. Four church books from the

Old Sandhole Church which were given to us
several years ago, are becoming a part of
history as you read. We sent the books to be
conserved and preserved. They date from 1834
to 1872 and contain information about the Town
of Hempstead including the traveling preachers,
marriages, births, deaths baptisms and
sprinklings of the area. Why are they
significant? They are important because this
information will be microfilmed and copied so
that if someone wishes to taste a bit of history or
even enjoy a good mouthful they will be on our
plate..
They were scanned and will be
accessible through LILRC. But if you have a
relative dating back to the 1800s in Nassau
County and you wondered when someone was
born or baptized you will have to read that
information at the Library. Because these books
were written in script, they could not be scanned
for optical recognition. But we did save them
and they will be conserved and preserved for
the future.
We plan on also giving a copy of the
microfiche of the newspapers to the Long Island
Studies at Hofstra University. If you have ever
done research or sought special information, the
Long Island Studies is the place to begin.
We are grateful to Toya Dubin and
Michael Macauley of Hudson Microimaging who
worked with us very patiently. We were most
anxious to get as many items preserved and to
be sure that we could complete all we desired in
the time allocated to us. We are also grateful to
Virginia Antonucci-Gibbons of LILRC. She gave
us direction, encouragement and always was
there on a Friday afternoon at 4:00 p.m. when
Bob Sympson called her for further information.

HIGHLIGHTS OF OLD EAST ROCKAWAY>
We don’t want this to be old news. It
really isn’t because while we have been working
on a number of these projects for years. Some
of them have come to, or will come to fruition
by the end of 2012. We have had two Heritage
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Scholars work on
Rockaway, William
Fuller. The time has
and get it on the

a Walking Trail of East
Hempstead and Michael
come to complete the map
road. Elaine Kiernan of

Kiernan Graphics has retooled the map and
sites from the scholars’ original work and honed
it so that we are proud of it and it is user
friendly. We will have it printed and you will see
copies of it around East Rockaway and you will
have an opportunity to hike it on a sunny day.
It is particularly poignant because of the
terrible damage which Hurricane Sandy has
wrecked on East Rockaway.

1. SANDY AMBUSHED US

HERITAGE SCHOLARS>>>>>>>>>
This is a nice segue to tell you about our
Scholars for this year.
Maggie Neal of Lynbrook High School
wrote us and told us she was very interested in
History. We got the message and invited her to
our Board Meeting in October. She noted that
she knew Leslie Rodriguez, our 2012 Lynbrook
Scholar and thought she might like to complete
the annotation of the post card collection which
Art Mattson and the Lynbrook Library have
acquired over the years.

We hope to have Sunny Chung of East
Rockaway High School join us as an East
Rockaway Heritage Scholar.
As you are aware, East Rockaway was
devastated by Hurricane Sandy. East Rockaway
Junior and Senior High School students are now
being taught in two Baldwin Schools because
their High School suffered immeasurable
damage. It will take a number of months to

repair the damage. We have asked that
Sunny memorialize the process of
devastation, rebuilding and rejuvenation of
East Rockaway High School.. This will
become a permanent part of history.
HEAR YE, HEAR YE. WE NEED YOUR
HELP>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

That may sound trite on our part but
it really isn’t. Remember the article Art
Mattson wrote recently in the Herald. He
compared the Long Beach boardwalk with
the Bristol shipwreck 175 years prior.
Weren’t we lucky that he had a painting with
which to make the comparison? In fact, Art
Mattson and the Irish American Society
commemorated this event again in November
in the Rockville Cemetery at the Bristol Mexico
monument

……..HistoryPics@aol.com
We are also on FACEBOOK now.
Maybe a THEN AND NOW picture can be
shared with everyone. We have done that with
our Highlights of Old East Rockaway so it is not
out of the realm of possibility to keep our history
alive.

CANCELLATIONS >>>>>>>>>>>>>
Unfortunately, we have had several
cancellations which were significant. We regret
them. We will not forget them and we are going
to retell these so that you know that we have
been busy.
TALES TOMBSTONES TELL

2, SANDY STRUCK OUR HEART
This is another segue but
another vein.
We know that a good many of our people,
members, residents and neighbors have
suffered a great devastation o n October 29
2012, not October 29, 1929. While it may sound
crass and cold hearted, we are asking you to
allow us to make copies of your pictures and
preserve this awful event for history. It may be
too early for you to think about it but we implore
you put it in the back of your mind and keep us
in mind when you have a moment to reflect. We
would need the location of your picture and
would really like to have your comments as well
as as a play of your feelings.

3

We had so looked forward to this event.
We had a number of new characters who still
haunt the Rockville Cemetery and we wanted to
share them with you.
Just to assure you we will do this again
in 2013, maybe in the spring, if not then,
definitely in the fall.
A VISIT TO THE LEVITTOWN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY.
Louise Campbell was the coordinator of
this event. She had been trying for several
months to get a date which was comfortable for
all concerned. The date was booked; the plans

were made and Bob Sympson cooked our
goose. We had to cancel.
Louise has graciously agreed to plan this
again with several caveats.
First she has to know exactly how many
people will attend, but she needs that
information in advance,
Second, she has suggested that we
have an evening as a field trip and plan to all
have dinner prior to seeing the exhibits.
Third, Bob has apologized and agreed
that that would be first class idea. Join us. We
will give you notice of the date and we ask that
you commit so we can move ahead and enjoy a
wonderful excursion.

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The Historical Society of East Rockaway
& Lynbrook is a member of both the East
Rockaway and Lynbrook Chambers of
Commerce. We feel it is important to work with
the villages as well as the educational
institutions. We like to promote not only history
but also reasons to come to our villages a la
tourism, Madeline Pearson usually goes to
Chamber meetings.
This year the East Rockaway Chamber
planned to honor Mary Malloy of the Herald as
its PERSON OF THE YEAR. We were thrilled
and had planned to send several members to
join in this accolade for Mary.
Unfortunately, this was yet another
victim of that girl Sandy. It was cancelled. We
trust that it will be replanned so that we can
have an opportunity to give Mary Malloy the
recognition which she deserves for the work that
she does on behalf of both Lynbrook and East
Rockaway>

HERE
ARE
SOME
OTHER
POIGNANT MEMORIES>>>>>>>>>>

3. SANDY BROUGHT US TOGETHER
4. SANDY CREATED HAVOC
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IN ONE WAY

5. SANDY LOCKED US IN
The above pictures give the rationale for the
aforementioned cancellations. However, they
also relate to Hear Ye Hear Ye. We are
seeking Hurricane Sandy pictures. Please help
us.
WHY WE ASK YOU FOR PICTURES>>>>>>>
THEY ARE A PART OF HISTORY
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OR ANOTHER….

SPRING TIME IN PARIS
BUY YOUR TICKETS EARLY.
Again this year we will host our Annual Winter
Tea. It will be January 27, 2012 with an encore
date of February 3, 2013. It will be held at the
Lynbrook Library from 1:00 P.M to 3:00 P.M.
The price is $20.00 per person..
As always we will feature extraordinary cuisine,
pleasant company, exciting raffles and your
company. This year will be bigger and better as
always.

OOH LA LA

“LAST

YEAR’S TEA WAS A SMASHING SUCCESS BOTH IN

ATTENDANCE AND AS A FUNDRAISER.
SPECTACULAR!

OUR

RAFFLES WERE

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OPEN FOR IDEAS FOR

RAFFLE PRIZES. THEY ARE THE BEST!!”

MARY H. COLWAY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2013

TH

SPRINGTME IN PARIS

FEBRUARY 3

RD

SNOW DATE

TBA

LEVITTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

JANUARY 27

RETRO 2013

RD

JUNE 3

– JUNE 14

Ed. Patricia C. Sympson, PhD
psympson@optonline.net
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